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TRA Hosts Natural Gas Symposium 
 

Nashville , Tennessee – Users of natural gas should expect to pay considerably more this 
coming winter to heat their homes and bus inesses, according to experts who took part in a 
one-day natural gas symposium spearheaded by the Tennessee Regulatory Authority (TRA). 
 
“We do not want to alarm consumers about rising natural gas prices, however, we believe 
that we have an obligation to inform those who rely on natural gas for heat to be aware of 
what may possibly occur this coming winter,” said TRA Chairman Debi Tate. 
 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), American Gas Association (AGA), and 
state local gas utility industries gathered in Nashville recently to discuss the national outlook 
for natural gas supplies and what Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan and Secretary 
of Energy Chairman Spenser Abraham have warned the nation of this summer: that tight 
natural gas supplies will likely drive up Americans’ home heating costs. 
 
Tennessee residents who rely on natural gas should also expect to see a spike in their home 
heating costs, according to officials from Piedmont Natural Gas, who also participated in the 
event. 
 
Piedmont estimated that natural gas users in Tennessee will see an increase of between 10%-
20% in their winter utility bills, and attributed the increase to the demand for natural gas 
outpacing available supplies.  Piedmont is the parent company of Nashville -based Nashville 
Gas Company.  
 
Of particular concern to TRA officials were the steps natural gas companies were taking to 
inform their customers of the coming increase in rates that many will experience this winter. 
 
Headlining the symposium’s afternoon session was “Protecting and Educating Consumers,” 
during which regulated and non-regulated natural gas companies spoke on topics ranging 
from energy conservation tips, special bill payment plans, and financial assistance programs, 
such as the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). 
 
LIHEAP is a federally funded program administered by the Tennessee Department of Human 
Services that helps low-income consumers with their home energy bills.   
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Chairman Tate also announced that the TRA would be hosting regional workshops during the 
month of September on what consumers can do to cope with high natural gas prices. 
 
“It is important that we help ensure that the public is aware of the measures that can be taken 
to lower their home energy costs this winter.  We belie ve these local workshops will help us 
meet this responsibility,” said TRA Chairman Debi Tate.  
 
Tennessee U.S. Congresswoman Marsha Blackburn, along with representatives from the 
offices of Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist and Senator Lamar Alexander attended the forum 
as well. 
 
For more information about the TRA’s Natural Gas Symposium and Energy Saving tips, visit 
the TRA’s web site at www.state.tn.us/tra. 
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